


Generation Lsther

Are you more than just a pretty face?

God thinks so, and so does Lisa Ryan,

a former Miss California and author of

Generation Esther: Stories Of Young

Women Raised Up For Such A Time

As This. Ryan’s passion to see girls

find a call worth living for — or even dying for — permeates every
page of this book dedicated to every girl willing to stand against a
culture that glorifies sex, apathy, and getting wasted.

Using as a basis the biblical account of a youthful Queen Esther
saving her people from certain destruction, Ryan unfolds the
stories of courageous young women today who are living lives of
purpose and meaning. Motivating stories of purity, servanthood,
and courage abound, but none are more breathtaking than the
chapter about Danielle, Melissa, and Christin — three teens who
have spearheaded a mission called Saving Arrows dedicated

to helping women arriving for abortions to choose life for their
babies.

“Because it was our brothers, our sisters, and our best friends
who were killed before they were born, we have double
responsibility,” Melissa explains. “We need to speak for the third
of our generation that has died by abortion and we need to make
sure we don’t do the same to the next generation.”

Generation Esther is published by Multnomah Press and is available at
most bookstores.

BOOM

Boom: A Guy’s Guide to Growing Up

has been around for a few years now

but it’s still an “oldie-but-goody” when

it comes to addressing core issues

facing the lives of every teenage guy.

Marketed as a mission manual of

sorts, Boom ventures where few books have gone before, even
when it comes to addressing “the most secret, most scary, most
embarrassing, most private guy issues.”

The truth is that books of this type come from two diametrically
opposed perspectives: one pretends that guys are an animal-

like machine unable to control personal choices, the other
acknowledges that God does have a plan and that quality personal
choices are signs of integrity and true manhood.

Topics covered by Boom include money management, discovering
destiny, dating, making commitments to sexual purity, succeeding
in high school, guarding against the dark side of the web, and even
bodybuilding.

The section on peer pressure is worth the fifteen bucks alone for
its advice on avoiding compromising peer situations before it’s too
late, including thinking through all of the consequences of poor
decisions in advance and making an active plan to steer clear of
lousy influences.

Boom was written by a bunch of guys who contribute to Breakaway
magazine and is published by Tyndale House publishers.

“Being adopted has been an extraordinary

blessing in my life by allowing me to truly
understand that my identity is not about where
| came from but who and what my identity

- Jordan,
Age i9

is in, which is Jesus Christ. | am so thankful
that my parents saw the need and seized the
opportunity of taking me into their family.”

I’ve heard some people say that an unborn child is not developed

enough to feel pain during a partial-birth abortion procedure.

Is this true?

This is false. Professor Robert White, director of the division of neurosurgery and brain
research laboratory at Case Western Reserve School of Medicine in Cleveland, told a
congressional subcommittee that “the fetus within this time frame of gestation, 20 weeks
and beyond, is fully capable of experiencing pain. Without a doubt, this is a dreadfully
painful experience for any such infant subjected to such a surgical procedure.” Paul
Ranalli, M.D., a neurologist on the medical faculty at the University of Toronto, also stated,
“Intriguingly, far from being less able to detect pain, such premature newborns may be
more sensitive to painful stimulation.” He said that one study, regarding babies born
under 30 weeks, indicates it may be that “the newly-established pain system is ‘raw’ and

unmodified at such a tender age.”

Switchfoot: The Best Yet

Wow. What else can you say about an album
that comes out of the gate with one smash
hit after another. Listening to Meant to Live,
Dare You To Move, Stars, Oh! Gravity and
others puts an exclamation point on just
how big an impact Switchfoot has made on
the music scene in a relatively short period
of time (although the artwork inside the CD
jacket reminds us that Switchfoot languished
for years as a minor Christian alternative
band prior to the Meant to Live tsunami). If
there is a tinge of disappointment here, it’s in
the omission of some

of their early “hits”

such as New Way

To Be Human which

would give newer fans

a better feel for the

band’s roots.

cver Stays Red: on The Brink Of It All

It’s really hard to define the eclectic sound of
Ever Stays Red. Promoted as a band for fans
of Anberlin and My Chemical Romance, ESR
gets really close to breaking through with a
signature sound, yet no one song seems to
carry the album. In contrast, the basic sound
of each song seems to melt into the next
until you’re left with a lot of good stuff, but
nothing great. In contrast, the lyrical content
scores big with thoughtful lines including
those found in the anthem Letters: this voice
inside us will be big enough to face what’s
wrong / and to speak

of what could be.
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